Local health department (LHD) practitioners develop evidence-based programs and policies by means of a complex process. Often referred to as evidence-based decision making (EBDM), this process involves making decisions on the basis of the best available scientific evidence, applying program planning and quality improvement frameworks, engaging the community in assessment and decision-making, and conducting sound evaluation. To inform efforts aimed at boosting performance of public health agencies, there should be a clearer understanding of decision making patterns in LHDs, particularly those that are based on scientific information.

